
SERIES: Gospel of John
The Greatest News in History

John 3:16-21

God Displayed His Love for Sinners Through the Cross (3:16)
● God loved the world by sending his only Son to save anyone who would believe in Him. (16)

○ The necessity of God’s love- “For…”
○ The proof of God’s love- “...God so loved…”
○ The object of God’s love- “...the world…”
○ The act of God’s love- “...that he gave…”
○ The gift of God’s love- “...His only Son…”
○ The recipients of God’s love- “...that whoever believes in Him…”
○ The results of God’s love- “...should not perish but have eternal life.”

The Reason Jesus Came (3:17)
● God sent his Son into the world to save it, not condemn it.

○ Jesus did not come into a neutral world to save some and condemn others.
○ Jesus came into a lost world to save some.

■ The world had already been sentenced to eternal death.
■ Jesus came to rescue believers by giving them eternal life.

● Don’t miss the last two words: The world can only be saved “through Him.”

The Result of Belief in Jesus (3:18)
● If we believe in Christ, we are no longer condemned.
● If we reject Christ, we are already condemned.

Why Do Some Believe and Some Do Not? (3:19-21)
● Unbelief is our fault. (v. 19-20)

○ Notice the progression of reasons why people do not come to Jesus:
■ They do wicked things.
■ They do not want their wicked deeds exposed.
■ So they love darkness where there is no exposure of sin.
■ They hate the light because it exposes their sin.
■ Therefore, they do not come to the light.

○ Those who do not come to Christ, but perish, will magnify God’s justice.
● Belief is God’s gift. (v. 21)

○ Those who do come to Christ and gain eternal life will magnify God’s grace.
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