
SERIES: Gospel of John
The Cure of the Cross

John 3:13-15; Numbers 21:4-9

● This story illustrates the nature of our sin.
○ They distrusted God’s guidance. (Num. 21:4)
○ They blasphemed God’s greatness. (Num. 21:5)
○ They doubted God’s goodness. (Num. 21:5)
○ They refused God’s generosity. (Num. 21:5)
○ They despised God’s gifts. (Num. 21:5)
○ They rejected God’s grace. (Num. 21:5)

● This story helps us see the wrath and mercy of God.
○ We see God’s wrath against sin. (Num. 21:6; Psalm 78:17-22)
○ We see God’s mercy toward sinners. (Num. 21:7-8; Psalm 78:38)

● This story reveals to us the gospel.
○ THE BAD NEWS: There is a reason for our sickness- our rebellion.

■ We have a disease we cannot cure.
■ We have a destiny we cannot change.

○ THE GOOD NEWS: There is a remedy for our sickness- God’s redeemer.
■ He will be lifted up to suffer as a Savior. (John 3:14)
■ He is now lifted up to reign as Lord. (Phil. 2:8-11)

● This story shows us how we can be saved.
○ God’s rescue plan is a picture of the curse itself.

■ The symbol of death became the source of life.
■ The price for sin was paid by the perfect Son of God.

○ Christ rescued us by becoming a curse for us.
■ Israel was forced to look at a lifted up snake. (Num. 21:9)
■ We must look at a lifted up Savior. (John 3:15)

○ Look and live!
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