
SERIES: Gospel of John
Stairway to Heaven

John 1:43-51

The Pattern of Discipleship…

● Christians are chosen by Jesus to follow Him.
● Christians are being changed by Jesus.
● Christians are calling others to Jesus.

Jesus Calls His Disciples…

Jesus can command our allegiance. (1:43-44)
● Jesus shows his authority by commanding people to follow him.
● When we choose to follow Jesus, we will realize that he chose us first. (John 15:16)

Jesus knows us inside and out. (1:45-48)
● Jesus knows our circumstances.

○ He knew Nathaniel on the outside. “When you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”
○ You will never be in a situation where Jesus is not fully aware of what’s going on in your life.

● Jesus knows our hearts.
○ He knew Nathaniel on the inside. “Here is a man in whom is no deceit!”
○ Jesus’ supernatural knowledge of Nathaniel removed all doubt that he was truly the Son of

God.

Jesus is the only way to reach the Father. (1:49-51)
● In Genesis, Jacob dreamed of a ladder where angels ascended and descended to Heaven. (Gen. 28)
● In John, Jesus replaces the ladder with himself as the only way for us to reach God. (John 14:6)

○ Jesus is the decisive, final connection between heaven and earth.
○ Jesus is the place where people now meet God.
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