SERIES: Malachi
Introduction to Malachi

Primary Information for Starters...
e “Malachi” = “My
e Time period: Around 460-400 B.C.
e Historical setting: Postexilic Jerusalem
o He lived during the administrations of Ezra and
o He prophesied around the same time as Haggai and
Main Theme: The Lord is faithful to His covenant and requires faithfulness from his covenant people.
Malachi speaks with two different tones:
o He preaches as a stern
o He preaches as a compassionate

Practical Advice for Study...
e Contains six disputes between the Lord and His people regarding their covenant disloyalty, each
following a similar pattern:

o The Lord the people.
o The people the Lord.
o The Lord responds to the people.

e Consider three main ideas from these disputes:
o 3rd and 4th dispute: How we treat
o 2nd and 5th dispute: How we treat
o 1stand Last dispute: How we treat

e Compare the sins described in Malachi with Ezra 9-10 and Nehemlah 13.

e Concludes with expectation of a coming of the covenant.

Outline of the Book
e Dispute #1: Doubting God’s Love (1:1-5)
o The Biblical Question: “How have you loved us?"
o Modern Translation: “If God loves me, why is my life so "

e Dispute #2: Dishonoring God’s Name (1:6-2:9)
o The Biblical Question: "How have we despised your name?"
o Modern Translation: "Does God really care if | just give Him my 7"

e Dispute #3: Profaning God’s Covenant (2:10-16)
o The Biblical Question: "Why do we profane the covenant of our fathers?"
o Modern Translation: "Does God actually care what | do in my life?"

e Dispute #4: Questioning God’s Justice (2:17-3:6)
o The Biblical Question: "Where is the God of justice?"
o Modern Translation: "Why does it seem like the guys are winning?"

e Dispute #5: Robbing God’s Storehouse (3:7-12)
o The Biblical Question: "How are we robbing you?"
o Modern Translation: "Do | really have to give God control of my "

e Dispute #6: Despising God’s Service (3:13-4-6)
o The Biblical Question: "What profit is it that we keep his charge?"
o Modern Translation: "What is the point of doing the right thing if | still ?"




SERIES: Malachi
Introduction to Malachi

Primary Information for Starters...

e “Malachi” = “My Messenger.”

e Time period: Around 460-400 B.C.

e Historical setting: Postexilic Jerusalem

o He lived during the administrations of Ezra and Nehemiah.

o He prophesied around the same time as Haggai and Zechariah.
Main Theme: The Lord is faithful to His covenant and requires faithfulness from his covenant people.
Malachi speaks with two different tones:

o He preaches as a stern prophet.

o He preaches as a compassionate pastor.

Practical Advice for Study...
e Contains six disputes between the Lord and His people regarding their covenant disloyalty, each
following a similar pattern:
o The Lord confronts the people.
o The people guestion the Lord.
o The Lord responds to the people.
e Consider three main ideas from these disputes:
o 3rd and 4th dispute: How we treat others.
o 2nd and 5th dispute: How we treat ourselves.
o 1st and Last dispute: How we treat God.
e Compare the sins described in Malachi with Ezra 9-10 and Nehemiah 13.
e Concludes with expectation of a coming messenger of the covenant.

Outline of the Book
e Dispute #1: Doubting God’s Love (1:1-5)
o The Biblical Question: “How have you loved us?"
o Modern Translation: “If God loves me, why is my life so hard?"

e Dispute #2: Dishonoring God’s Name (1:6-2:9)
o The Biblical Question: "How have we despised your name?"
o Modern Translation: "Does God really care if | just give Him my leftovers?"

e Dispute #3: Profaning God’s Covenant (2:10-16)
o The Biblical Question: "Why do we profane the covenant of our fathers?"
o Modern Translation: "Does God actually care what | do in my private life?"

e Dispute #4: Questioning God’s Justice (2:17-3:6)
o The Biblical Question: "Where is the God of justice?"
o Modern Translation: "Why does it seem like the bad guys are winning?"

e Dispute #5: Robbing God’s Storehouse (3:7-12)
o The Biblical Question: "How are we robbing you?"
o Modern Translation: "Do | really have to give God control of my wallet?"

e Dispute #6: Despising God’s Service (3:13-4-6)
o The Biblical Question: "What profit is it that we keep his charge?"
o Modern Translation: "What is the point of doing the right thing if | still suffer?"



