
SERIES: Ephesians 
Knowing the Unknowable Love of Christ 

Ephesians 3:14-21 
 
The Prayer that God Answers (3:14-19) 

●​ Notice Paul’s posture. (14-15) 
○​ He is humbled by the Father’s ______________ . “For this reason…” 
○​ He is humbled in the Father’s ______________ . (14) 

■​ He is ______________ on God. 
■​ He is ______________ before God.  

○​ He is humbled by the Father’s ______________ . (15) 
●​ Notice Paul’s petitions. (16-19) 

○​ He prays for the indwelling ______________ of the Spirit. (16-17) 
■​ This is not a prayer to save the Ephesians, but to ______________ them. 
■​ Our inner man must be strengthened so that Christ can have his way in our lives.  

○​ He prays for the knowledge of the ______________ of Christ. (17-19) 
■​ That we would ______________ in God’s love. 

●​ Rooted: God’s love is the ___________in which we grow. (Agricultural) 
●​ Grounded: God’s love is the ____________on which we stand. (Architectural) 

■​ That we would ______________ God’s love.  
●​ Breadth: Including both Jew and Gentile (universal scope). 
●​ Length: From eternity past (election) to eternity future (glory). 
●​ Depth: Reaching the lowest sinner and even to the grave. 
●​ Height: Raising believers to the heavenly places (Eph 2:6). 

■​ That we would ______________ God’s love.  
●​ How can we know the love of Christ that “surpasses knowledge?” 
●​ His love is not unknowable, but so great that it can never be ________ known. 

○​ He prays to be filled with the ______________ of God. (19) 
■​ Paul not only wants us to know and experience the love of Christ… 
■​ He wants us to ______________ the love of Christ. (John 17:26) 

 
The God Who Answers Prayer (3:20-21) 

●​ Notice Paul’s praise. (20-21) 
○​ God is ______________ to answer your ______________ requests. 

■​ To do… 
■​ Far more abundantly… 
■​ Than all that we ask… 
■​ Or think. 

○​ God is ______________ to receive your ______________ praise. 
■​ In the church. 
■​ In Christ Jesus.  
■​ To all generations. (history) 
■​ Forever. (eternity) 
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Ephesians 3:14-21 
 
The Prayer that God Answers (3:14-19) 

●​ Notice Paul’s posture. (14-15) 
○​ He is humbled by the Father’s plan. “For this reason…” 
○​ He is humbled in the Father’s presence. (14) 

■​ He is dependent on God. 
■​ He is desperate before God.  

○​ He is humbled by the Father’s position. (15) 
●​ Notice Paul’s petitions. (16-19) 

○​ He prays for the indwelling power of the Spirit. (16-17) 
■​ This is not a prayer to save the Ephesians, but to sanctify them. 
■​ Our inner man must be strengthened so that Christ can have his way in our lives.  

○​ He prays for the knowledge of the love of Christ. (17-19) 
■​ That we would live in God’s love. 

●​ Rooted: God’s love is the soil in which we grow. (Agricultural) 
●​ Grounded: God’s love is the foundation on which we stand. (Architectural) 

■​ That we would understand God’s love.  
●​ Breadth: Including both Jew and Gentile (universal scope). 
●​ Length: From eternity past (election) to eternity future (glory). 
●​ Depth: Reaching the lowest sinner and even to the grave. 
●​ Height: Raising believers to the heavenly places (Eph 2:6). 

■​ That we would experience God’s love.  
●​ How can we know the love of Christ that “surpasses knowledge?” 
●​ His love is not unknowable, but so great that it can never be fully known. 

○​ He prays to be filled with the fullness of God. (19) 
■​ Paul not only wants us to know and experience the love of Christ… 
■​ He wants us to reflect the love of Christ. (John 17:26) 

 
The God Who Answers Prayer (3:20-21) 

●​ Notice Paul’s praise. (20-21) 
○​ God is able to answer your biggest requests. 

■​ To do… 
■​ Far more abundantly… 
■​ Than all that we ask… 
■​ Or think. 

○​ God is worthy to receive your highest praise. 
■​ In the church. 
■​ In Christ Jesus.  
■​ To all generations. (history) 
■​ Forever. (eternity) 

 
 
 


