
SERIES: 1 Timothy
Faithful Leadership

1 Timothy 3:1-7

What Do Elders Do? (Acts 20:28-32)
● Elders lead under the authority of Christ.

○ Elders belong to the church.
○ The church belongs to Christ.

● Elders care for the body of Christ.
○ Elders protect the church.
○ Elders nurture the church.

● Elders teach the word of Christ.
○ Elders must know God’s Word extensively.
○ Elders must communicate God’s Word effectively.

● Elders model the character of Christ.
○ The Primary Question: What will happen if the church imitates this leader?

■ In his personal life…
■ In his family life…
■ In his business and social life…
■ In his spiritual life…

You Know You Are Qualified to Be An Elder If… (1 Timothy 3:1-7/Titus 1:5-9)
● You want to be an elder.
● You exemplify godly character.

○ Above reproach
○ Self-controlled
○ Respectable
○ Gentle
○ Not greedy

● You can teach the Bible.
● You lead your family well.

○ A “one-woman” man- the emphasis is on moral character, not marital status.
○ An effective father
○ Hospitable- an open home reveals an open heart.

● You are male.
● You are an established believer.

Is That You?

“A church should be able to direct a newborn believer to an elder and say: “Do you want to know what
a real Christian should be like? Then look at him.”

– Jeramie Rinne
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